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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 

ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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D 
ear Church, 

 November is the last month of our Nehemiah 3 
Capital Stewardship Campaign (CSC). You have done a 
wonderful job of stepping out in faith during these difficult 
economic times. We started Nehemiah 3 in December 2007 
while the building was still under construction. We made a 
commitment to give $1,086,754 over three years. Some 
people forgot to re-pledge to Nehemiah 3, so at the start, 
your leadership team was very hopeful we might do better then what had been 
pledged. 

 We completed the building project, re-dedicated all the facilities on 
October 5, 2008 and then saw the economy collapse. We were in the process of 
finalizing our permanent real estate mortgage loan and our lender, Union Bank, 
knew it was going to be hard for any non-profit organization, including GVBC, 
because churches were already receiving less money. Interest rates were also 
fluctuating like crazy, but over the last two days of our loan processing and 
documentation, the interest rate fell ½ a percentage point. After our loan was 
finalized, interest rates went up again for almost 6 months. During these last 2 
years, we have been able to make our monthly payment, pay down the loans on 
our rental properties (the nine units at the corner of La Salle and 158th Street) 
and keep a small reserve. We have received (with two Sunday offerings to go) 
$1,297,441. Praise God! 

 Plans are under way for our next CSC, which will begin on February 20, 
2011 and culminate with Commitment Sunday on April 10, 2011. We are praying 
about our goals; we are praying for our leadership; we are praying for a 
campaign theme. Your leadership team and many of our GVBC family, have 
been praying for five minutes everyday about our financial future.  

 You are probably asking, “How do we make our mortgage payments 
from December 1, 2010 until May 1, 2011?” Well, we have been led to ask each 
of you whether you can continue your current giving for the next five months. 
Nancy and I have already committed to doing this and I know the CSC 
leadership team also plans to continue giving to the old campaign until we make 
new commitments to the new CSC.  

 Thank you for what you did during Nehemiah 3. Praise God for the 
journey we have taken together to be given this place, our home. I pray now for 
the five-month interim period that we will meet our obligation.  

 On behalf of Silvio & Jessie Carrara, Makoto and Junko Anegawa, and 
now Kenichi and Yumiko Okada, thank you and praise God for what He has 
done!  

His child, 
Pastor Steve 
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Embracing Our Community 

2010 Harvest Festival 
by Susan Wakuta 

What do princesses, pirates, 
and superheroes have in 
common?  They all attended 
our annual Harvest Festival 
on October 31 along with a 
variety of other unique and 
whimsical characters. Once 
again, I am totally and humbly 
in awe of how God 

orchestrates 
everything according to His plans. Never did I 
imagine 472 children with 271 families and over 
100 volunteers which meant we had close to 
1,000 people present that evening. 

I am very grateful to Lillian Higashi and Jenny 
Kaya who helped direct this event with their 
guidance, organization, and taking care of many 
details I wasn’t aware of. Also, I want to extend 
my deep appreciation to our church body who 
always step in and serve the Lord wholeheartedly. 

What a great opportunity to welcome and embrace our 
community by meeting new families and sharing God’s love. 
The children had a wonderful time playing games and receiving 
lots of candy. 

I would like to personally thank Trader Joes for donating 160 
pumpkins for an Early Childhood booth as well as all of you 
who donated SO MUCH candy and pumpkins. As I was 
walking around, I met new families who were so appreciative 

that our church provides something like this for their 
children. It made me realize how fortunate we are 
God gave us such a spacious, functional church to 
love others and further His kingdom. 

We raised $759 from food sales which helped our 
upcoming winter camp scholarship. New this year 
included a photo booth, Feeding of the 5000 by 
Early Childhood, Kid’s Closet, and a skit called “You 
Are Special” presented by the Elementary 
Department. The message of this skit was:  You are 
special because God made you and God doesn’t 

make mistakes. I pray all of you realize how very special you 
are because You are a child of God! 

The Harvest Festival Core Team, Lillian Higashi and Jenny 
Kaya would also like to express their sincere gratitude to all of 
you who served in this event. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Susan Wakuta 

Children’s Elementary Director 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church presents its 2010 Christmas Musical "A Prodigal 
Christmas," written by David Cheng & Susie Shelley. Original music & lyrics by David 
Cheng. 

Come see this nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. See how God works through a 
Japanese American family with love and understanding, joining them together forever. 
This not-so-perfect Christian family learns about God’s love and forgiving each other. 

Invite all your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers !!! 

Contact: David Cheng or Susie Shelley, ext. 673 or susie@gvbc.net 
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Ken and Diane Kudo 

"Praise God for the impact of the Gospel in Thiago and his mother!" writes Ken. After a church service, a 
young man approached Ken. Ken recognized him as the son of a former call girl. The former call girl had 
come to Christ a long time ago. This young man was her son, Thiago. Ken learned Thiago, his mom, and her 
husband, a pastor, live in England, where they are reaching the Muslim world. Years ago, Thiago's mother 
was touched by the sister’s influence in the Gospel as she felt the love of Christ. She repented of her li festyle, 
came to Christ, and was discipled by Diane. With a desire to be baptized, Thiago's mother took baptism 
preparation classes. Before one of the classes, she was kidnapped and taken to an isolated place. She asked 
for the Lord to rescue her and resist Satan by the blood of Christ. By God's power, the kidnapper changed his 
mind and gave her the key to her car, telling her to "Go!" When returning to the class, Thiago's mom heard 
exactly what she had just experienced. At the moment of conversion and baptism a person is going to be 
engaged in spiritual battles. "Praise God for the impact of the Gospel in Thiago and his mother!" write Ken 
and Diane. 

Brandon Takeuchi Short-term Mission to Taiwan 

Once again I want to say thank you for all of your support and prayers for myself and my team. Without it, I 
don’t think we would’ve gotten through our trip. Your support through funds and prayer really meant a lot and 
I’m so thankful for your support and help. I would say this summer has definitely been a wild ride. From 
ending school to immediately going on a six week mission was tough to take in. But I would say, despite the 
tough times, it was indeed one of the best mission trips I’ve ever been on in my life. I would’ve never thought 
God would be calling me to be part of CTI let alone be a part of a mission in a foreign country. 

To refresh your memory, CTI is an organization who partners with different ministries in other countries to get 
the Gospel out through worship. For us, we partnered with YWAM (Youth With A Mission) in Taiwan. The trip 
took place in two different locations. The first half was in Minnesota for training and the second part was with 
YWAM in Taiwan. I would say, going into this trip I wasn’t expecting it to be as hard as it was. I expected a 
challenge, but not too challenging. Boy was I in for a surprise once I started. A normal day of training looked 
like this:  Wake up at 7:00 in the morning and finish training around 7:30—8:00 at night. Sometimes we 
wouldn’t get out until 8:30. That was pretty much my schedule for the first two weeks of training. But we did 
have three days off which were nice. Two Sundays and one Wednesday. 

Although training was tough, going into Taiwan was well worth it. I thought the schedule for training was 
tough, Taiwan was even harder. In total, we had 30 concerts in a span of two weeks. Normally, we had at 
least two concerts a day all spread out in different locations in Taiwan. Sometimes to get to a location it took 

(Continued on page 5) 

Mission Field 

REV. EIJI OSATO HAS ACCEPTED 

THE CALL TO GVBC 

Dear Church, 

I want to bring you up to date with our search for an Associate 
Pastor, Nichigo. We have called Rev. Eiji Osato to GVBC and he 
has accepted! 

Rev. Osato’s family includes his wife, Emi, and daughters, Naomi 
& Anna. Rev. Osato was raised in Japan, committed to following 
Jesus, ordained and then sent out to be a missionary to the Karen 
people in Thailand for the last 18 years. He has also been the 
Vice President of youth for the Baptist World Alliance. 

I am excited for the vision he has for reaching out to young, Japanese nationals in the South 
Bay area. We are waiting for the Osatos’ Visas to be approved. The process will include an 
inspection of GVBC by the U.S. Dept. of State. We may have to wait as long as August 2011 
for all the paperwork to be approved. Praise God, the Osatos are coming to GVBC! 

Pastor Steve 
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Wedding Announcements 

֠ Congratulations to Paul & Monica (Sakata) Matsushima [pictured] 
who were wed on Saturday morning, November 6 with reception 
following at GVBC. Pastor Chris Koga officiated the joyous event. 
Parents are Bob & Teresa Matsushima. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

֠ Congratulations to Mark & Kristen (Ueda) Ujimori who were wed on Saturday, November 13. 
Congratulations as well as to parents Harvey & Kay Ujimori and Scott & Stephanie Ueda. Pastor 
Tom Demorest officiated the late afternoon wedding. 

In the News 

� Eleven-year-old Jason Shiozaki’s picture was spotted in the Thursday, November 11 Gardena 
Valley News in an article titled “Tug of Plants.”  Jason was helping another worker weed at the 
Willows Wetland Preserve during the September “Keep Gardena Beautiful” day. In the picture, 
Jason was working really hard, pulling out weeds. Great job, Jason! 

� Amy Ikari and Suzanne Hasegawa’s picture was spotted in the November 4 Gardena Valley News in 
an article titled “Food for the pantry.” Amy and Suzanne were volunteering at the entrance of the 
Gardena-Carson Family YMCA on October 23 for the pancake breakfast and “Make a Difference 
Day.” Patrons at the breakfast dropped off canned goods and non-perishables for the Gardena Food 
Pantry. 

Family News 

anywhere between an hour to two hours to get there, including riding the train and walking. Our 
schedule varied depending on what time we had to be somewhere. Sometimes it was an early morning 
and late night, sometimes it was short. Despite the hectic schedule and weariness we endured, God 
was working all the time within us and through us. Going into Taiwan we all had low expectations when 
it came to witnessing to someone coming to Jesus Christ for the first time. For people in Taiwan it’s rare 
to see firsthand someone accepting Christ into their heart. But praise God, we saw a handul of people 
accept Jesus Christ into their hearts right then and there. 

Again, as I said, despite the weariness and hardship, God was always working in us and through us. 
Going into CTI, I wanted to come out with a better understanding of worship and what worship looks like 
in different countries. Although I did come out with that, I came out with even more and a different 
reason of why I went to CTI. I came out having a better understanding. God is faithful through everything 
you do. There may be times you think He isn’t faithful, but He is. And, I was able to really understand 
during my trip with CTI. 

I’m so thankful for all of your support and prayers throughout this trip and couldn’t thank you more for all 
of your help. I’m highly considering doing this again sometime in the future. But, I’m still doing a lot of 
prayer and thinking hard about whether this is something God wants me to do. If any of you would like to 
know more about my trip, I’m more than willing to talk with you about all the great things God did. Again, 
I thank you all for everything and appreciate your support. 

(Mission Field Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contac t event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 

 
�Hula Ministry Tuesdays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Room 220. Learn 

to dance hula to Christi an music. All are welcome. No 
experience necessary. Pick up a flier on the Nar thex counter 
for more info and to sign up. 

�Getting to Know Us Luncheon  Sunday, Nov. 28, 12:30 
— 2:30 PM, room 113. Pastor Steve and members of the 
Pastoral Staff and the Board of Deacons would like to 
invite you to this luncheon. Lunch will be provided. Sign 
up on the back of your Connection form and drop it in the 
offering bag or call the church office, ext. 0. Child care 
not provided, but children are welcome. 

� All  Church Christmas Potluck  Sunday, December 5. More 
info to follow. 

� 101 C lass Sunday, December 12, 12:30—4:30PM. Taught 
by Pastor S teve and Layne Wakuta. For those seeking 
information about GVBC and would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. To sign up, mark your 
Communicati on slip or  call the office. Lunch is provided.  
Baptism Sunday December 26 during both worship 
services. 
Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) Friday, December 17 
to Sunday, December 19, San Telmo [NOTE: a U.S. 
passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but not required. We 
will be visiting the migrant farming camp of San Telmo, 
the Ensenada Jail, and the October 3 Church in 
Tijuana. 

Here are some important dates: 

�General Meeting:  Wednesday, December 1 at 

7:30PM at the Bread of Life Church (BL). 

�Children's Ministry Training — Wednesday, 
December 1 at 8:30PM at BL. 

�Saturdays, December 4 & 11 at 2PM at BL. 

�Christmas Gift Outreach — December 5 from 1:00 to 
3:00PM at BL. Assemble 1,200 gift bags for children 
and youth. 

WANTED for Mexico Mission Trip: Hotel soap and 
shampoo for the Mexico prison ministry in December. 
Leave them in the church office with my name, Teresa 
Matsushima. Also needed are gently used children’s 
shoes. Tie shoes with the laces so shoe mates don’t 
get separated. For those without laces, put them into a 
plastic grocery bag and tie the bag tight. Place your 
children’s-shoe donations into the brown box in the 
Narthex. 

As we approach Christmas season, let us serve 
together to bring the most precious gift of all - our 
Savior — to the poor and needy. 

Contact Teresa via the church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

�Office Closed Christmas Eve Friday, December 24 
�Office Closed New Year’s Eve Friday, December 31 

Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1 st- 5 t h graders) 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, NOTE: Room 250 . 
Wear comfor table clothes and gym shoes to all 
events. 
�November 26  No KidZone (Happy 
Thanksgiving) 
�December 3  Bean Bag Relay 
� December 10  Ball Bounce &  Blanket/Name 
Game 
� December 17  It’s a Meaningful Life 
Christmas Party 
�December 24  No Meeting (Merry Christmas) 

Children’s Winter Camp February 18—20 

GVBC ALL-CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
Sunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pm    
in the GVBC Community Hall 

 
Celebrate the beginning of the 
Christmas season with delicious 
food and special entertainment. 

 
Please bring (when last name begins 
with): 
 
A-H – Main Dish AND rice, noodle 

or veggies 
I-R – Main Dish AND dessert 
S-Z – Main Dish AND salad 

 
If possible, please bring your 
potluck dishes in disposable 
containers. If you bring containers 
that you want returned, LABEL 
each part of your container (top and 
bottom) as well as any serving 
utensil.  
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Issue 23 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 1. 
Hard copies available on Sunday, December 5 in the Narthex. All articles 

should be submitted by Sunday, November 28. 

 

Keep GVBC Beautiful! 

We are thankful our facilities are being well used. 
A reminder that with this usage comes the 
responsibility of: 

• Keeping each area clean, and even cleaner 
upon leaving. Also, please mark all things 
stored in the refrigerator/freezer for your 
event, and do not assume someone else 
will use your leftovers, so please take them 
home. 

$900,000
$950,000

$1,000,000

$1,050,000
$1,100,000

$1,150,000

$1,200,000

January - October

Adopted budget

Income

received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

FROM IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Merrick Yoshida 

and Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Wallis Yoshida 
Diane Nagamine Alan Nagamine 

Amy Kato Bob Kato 

Kunihiko & Eiko Amano Parents 
Kiku Florist Weekly donation of flowers 

 

Monetary donations given in memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship Fund, 
unless specified. 

$60,000
$70,000
$80,000
$90,000
$100,000
$110,000

$120,000
$130,000

Month of October

Income

received

Expenses

Financial Report 

• Putting things back if borrowing from another 
area (like kitchen utensils, containers that 
are labeled for that room, etc.). 

• Securing the building by not leaving doors 
open without a person manning the door. If 
you’re having a meeting/function, please 
make sure someone is in charge of letting 
people into the facilities. 

Thank you for your part in helping to Keep GVBC 
Beautiful and safe! 

Results from Our 
Annual Election Meeting 
on Sunday, November 14 

We are proud to announce the following officers 
were voted into office. Each office is a three-year 
term. Our new Board Members are: 

� Vice Moderator Stan Terasaki 
� Assistant Treasurer Wes Harada 
� Member-at-Large Edna Uratsu 
� Member-at-Large Eileen Yorizane 

Our 2011 budget was also passed. 

 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern, Neighborhood Impact (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 
Room 201 

Series: God Made the First Move 
Both Services in the Community Hall 

 
 

Sunday, November 21 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 28 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday, December 5/ Communion 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Sunday, December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


